In Memory

Calanel Thomas J. Kinkpatiick
1944-2000

Colonel Thomas K. Kirkpatrick, Louisiana National Guard (Retired), passed away Tuesday, October 13, 2009
from a lengthy battle with cancer. Kirkpatrick was General Counsel for the Governor’s Office of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) and was appointed by former Governor Kathleen Blanco as
the State Coordinating Officer for Louisiana’s recovery efforts from Hurricanes

Katrina and Rita . He was re-appointed to the post by Governor Bobby Jindal.

“‘Colonel K’, as he was affectionately known, was an outstanding leader, champion,
and humanitarian in his selfless drive to assist the local parishes and citizens of Lou-
isiana in recovering from the worst disaster in our country's history. Even in his last
days, he continued to be dedicated and engaged in the business of recovery and do-
ing what is right for the people of Louisiana,” said GOHSEP Director Mark Cooper.

“At a time when many within the state were overcome by the magnitude of the de-
struction of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Colonel Kirkpatrick provided exemplary
leadership and direction during the response and recovery efforts to our country’s
largest natural disaster. His efforts came at great personal sacrifice as he underwent
chemo-therapy while working extremely long hours under difficult conditions for
many months to ensure an effective response and to set the stage for a strong recov-
ery,” said GOHSEP Chief of Staff Mark Riley.

Kirkpatrick, who spent eleven years with the state, was instrumental in ob-
taining more than $8 billion in recovery funding from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA).

Prior to working at GOHSEP, he was in charge of National Guard Youth
Challenge Program.

Kirkpatrick was 65 years old. Family members request donations to be
made to Cancer Services of Greater Baton Rouge for which he was a mem-
ber of its board.

Arrangements

Wednesday, October 14- Visitation at Rabenhorst Funeral Home 825 Government St., Baton Rouge, LA
5 p.m.to 8§ p.m.

Thursday, October 15- Visitation at First Baptist Church 529 Convention Street, Baton Rouge, LA
10 am. — 11:00 a.m.

Thursday, October 15- Funeral Service, First Baptist Church, 11 a.m.

It yeu weuld Uike to. send a message of condalence te the family, please visit http: | [thm.gohsep La.gov



http://www.cancerservices.org/
http://tkm.gohsep.la.gov

